318'                      THE JUNGLE-GRASS
jungle-grass, the roots of which are called secundah,1 or klms-khus,2 and are collected on account of their aromatic smell, to form thatch tatties, or screens for the doors and windows ; which being kept constantly watered, the strong wind rushing through the wet khus-khus is rendered agreeably cool, and produces a real luxury at the season of the hot winds, when every puff resembles a furnace-heat to those exposed to it by out-of-door occupation.
This grass presents so many proofs of the beneficent care of Divine Providence to the creatures of His hand, that the heart must be ungratefully cold which neglects praise and thanksgiving to the Creator, whose power and mercy bestows so great a benefit. The same might be justly urged against our insensibility, if the meanest herb or weed could speak to our hearts, each possessing, as it surely does, in its nature a beneficial property peculiar to itself. But here the blessing is brought home to every considerate mind, since a substitute for this article does not appear to exist in India.
I have seen the sainturh stalks, on which the bloom gracefully moves as feathers, sixteen feet high. The sirrakec has a more delicate blossom, finer stalk, and seldom, I believe, exceeds ten feet; the stalk resembles a reed, full of pith, without a single joint from the shoot upwards ; the colour is that of clean wheat straw, but even more glossy. The blossom is of a silky nature possessing every variety of shade, from pure white to the rainbow's tints, as viewed in the distance at sunrise ; and when plucked the separated blossoms have many varieties of hue from brown and yellow, to purple.
The head or blossom is too light to weigh down the firm but flexible stalk ; but as the wind presses against each patch of grass, it is moved in a mass, and returns to its erect position with a dignity and grace not to be described.
I have watched for the approaching season of the blooming sirrakee with an anxiety almost childish ; my attention never
1  Sarkanda is the Pan jab name for the grass SaccJiarum arundin-aceum, but it is also applied to Saccharum ciliare in last note (ibid, vi, part ii, 11).
2  KhasJchas, used for screens, is the root of the grass Andropogon muri-catus (ibid, i, 245 ff.)